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Understanding the growing implications of the Black Sea region for 
transatlantic security, its closer integration into the wider geopolitical 
network and its increased impact on the balance of power in the Medi-
terranean and worldwide;

Noting that the occupation of Crimea, growing Russian naval and air 
defence capacities and extensive sea denial operations allowed Russia 
to establish full control over the north-eastern part of the Black Sea, and 
transform it into a launch pad for Russian military operations in Syria, 
Libya and worldwide;

Expressing concern that recent developments in the Nagorno Karabakh 
conflict have extended Russia’s military presence in the region through 
increased Russian contingents in South Caucasus states, revealed the 
inability of the West to bring forward a peaceful solution to the conflict, 
and brought Turkey to even closer cooperation with Russia in resolving 
security issues in the region;

Recognizing Russian aggression as the biggest threat to prosperity and 
security of the Black Sea region;

Expressing concern that the Black Sea has become a region of grow-
ing insecurity through Russia’s unveiled ambition to seize the Black Sea 
and the Sea of Azov, colonize the countries of the region through both 
military and non-military means and to fully control international trade 
in the region;

Acknowledging with regret that the West is being challenged in the 
region not only militarily, but also on the level of values, leaving some 
Black Sea states hesitant in their striving for western development 
and drifting away from liberal democracy, as well as leaving space for 
strengthening the political influence of corrupt oligarchs and increas-
ing dependence on Russian political actors in their respective coun-
tries;

Expressing concern regarding the absence of a coherent and explicit 
NATO vision and strategy in the region, which creates a vacuum that 
reinforces Russia’s aggressive military policy in the region;

The international expert community of the Lviv Security Forum,
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calls on the leaders of the Black Sea countries, NATO, 
the European Union and the United States:

Recognizing Turkey’s particular role as a NATO member in balancing 
Russia’s growing military power in the Black Sea and Mediterranean re-
gion;

Recognizing Germany as a key NATO member possessing leverage to 
deter further Russian military expansion to the west; 

Noting that none of the Black Sea countries on its own is able to con-
front Russia militarily and in terms of hybrid warfare;

Understanding that the biggest geopolitical counterweight to Russia is 
the solidarity of the Black Sea countries, as well as their coherent strate-
gic cooperation with NATO, the European Union and United States, and, 
therefore, Russia is undertaking considerable efforts to break transat-
lantic unity while pursuing bilateral approaches to cooperation in the 
region;

1. to develop and communicate internationally a clear vision and strate-
gy for the Black Sea as region of growing strategic importance for the 
West, applying existing successful patterns of cooperation in the Baltic 
region to the Black Sea region and, thus, developing a coherent ap-
proach to Europe’s eastern flank as a whole;

2. to undertake intensified joint efforts to deter Russia in the Black Sea 
through:

• increasing the NATO/US military presence in allied and part-
ner states of the region;

• permanent rotation of US, German and other allied military 
vessels to Ukrainian ports on the Black Sea and the Sea of 
Azov;

• increasing the military capacities of allied and partner states 
through the deployment of modern anti-ship and air-defence 
systems;
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• enhancing training capacities in the region by locating perma-
nent training bases for allied and partner states’ armed forces 
in the region;

• creating mechanisms for exchange of intelligence between al-
lied and partner states in order to deter and prevent further 
Russian aggressive actions in the region;

• conducting regular international exercises involving the com-
bined naval, air and infantry forces of both NATO allies and 
Black Sea partner nations;                                             

3. to provide Ukraine and Georgia, in the shortest time possible, with 
clear and implementable steps to ensure their admission to NATO in 
accordance with the decision taken at the Bucharest Summit in 2008;

4. to restore transatlantic unity as well as improve and strengthen US 
and EU partner relations with Turkey, recognizing Turkey’s central role 
in maintaining the balance of power in the Black Sea and wider Mediter-
ranean region;

5. to investigate war crimes by the Russian military worldwide in inter-
national courts to ensure justice and punish aggression;

6. to ban the entry of any vessel departing from ports in the Black Sea 
territories illegally occupied by the Russian Federation into any Europe-
an and western ports worldwide;

7. to ensure the finalization of the construction of the Anaklia deep-wa-
ter port in Georgia as a driving factor for linking the Black and the Cas-
pian seas, the incorporation of the region into greater international trad-
ing routes, and providing impetus for development of other Ukrainian, 
Romanian, Turkish and Bulgarian ports on the Black Sea;

8. to attract Western investments to the region to promote a belt of se-
curity and prosperity along NATO’s south-eastern border;

9. to revise the ownership of critical infrastructure along the Black Sea 
shore and diminish Russian influence over such infrastructure to avoid 
further hybrid aggression by Russia in the region;
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Experts of Lviv Security Forum online expert marathon 2020:

Dimitrios Triantaphyllou, Director, Center for International and European Studies, 
Kadir Has University, Istanbul (Greece);

Mustafa Aydın, President, International Relations Council of Turkey; Professor of In-
ternational Relations, Kadir Has University, Istanbul (Turkey);

Pavlo Lakiychuk, Head of the Security Program of the Center for Global Studies Strat-
egy XXI (Ukraine);

Batu Kutelia, Vice President of the Atlantic Council of Georgia and the Next Generation 
Leader fellow at the McCain Institute for International Leadership (Georgia) 

Iulian Chifu, Professor at the National Defense University Bucharest and an associat-
ed professor at the National School of Political and Administrative Studies Bucharest 
(Romania);

Dr. Dimitar Bechev, Senior Fellow of the Atlantic Council, research fellow at the Uni-
versity of North Carolina - Chapel Hill ( USA/Bulgaria);

Admiral Ihor Voronchenko, Commander of the Ukrainian Navy in 2016-2019 (Ukraine;)

Amb. Alexander Vershbow, Distinguished Fellow at the Atlantic Council’s Scowcroft 
Center on Strategy and Security in Washington DC ( USA);

Dr Serhat Guvenc, Professor of International Relations at Kadir Has University (Turkey);

Shota Gvineria, Lecturer of Baltic Defence College (Georgia);

Dr. Mirčea Mîndrescu, Brigadier General (retired), Former Director of Strategic Plan-
ning Directorate, Romanian General Staff, Commander of NATO Joint Analysis and 
Lessons Learned Centre, Lisbon and Director of National Defence College, Bucharest 
(Romania);

Dr. Dimitar Bechev, Senior Fellow of the Atlantic Council, research fellow at the Uni-
versity of North Carolina - Chapel Hill ( USA/Bulgaria);

Alla Hurska, analyst at the Jamestown Foundation (Washington, DC),Associate ex-
pert at the International Center for Policy Studies (Kyiv) (USA/ Ukraine);

Glen Howard, President of Jamestown Foundation (USA);

Soner Cagaptay, Director of the Turkish Research Program at the Washington Insti-
tute for Near East Policy (USA);

Ben Hodges, Lt. Gen. (ret.) US Army, Co-chair of Lviv security forum, Pershing Chair 
in Strategic Studies at the Center for European Policy Analysis (USA);

Hanna Shelest, PhD, Editor-in-chief at UA: Ukraine Analytica and Member of the 
Board at the Foreign Policy Council “Ukrainian Prism” (Ukraine).

10. to ensure the victory of democracy and western values in the region 
as a key element in ensuring the states’ invulnerability in the face of Rus-
sian hybrid operations.



6

Resolution of Lviv security forum with regard to Security Challenges in the Black Sea region


